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August 1, 1997

Mr. David Waddell

Executive Secretary

Tennessee Regulatory Authority
460 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0505

RE: Docket No. 97-00888 (Universal Service)
Sprint Comments on Cost Model Development

Dear Mr. Waddell:

In response to the Hearing Officer’s Notice of Proposed
Schedule And Request For Comments distributed in the July
28, 1997, Prehearing Conference in the above case, enclosed
are the original and thirteen copies of the Joint Comments
of Sprint Communications Company L.P. and United Telephone-
Southeast, Inc. regarding whether the Tennessee Regulatory
Authority should develop its own cost study for Universal
Service purposes.

Please contact me or Laura Sykora (919-554-7323) if you
have any guestions regarding this filing.

Very truly yours,

B sttt

es B. Wright

Enclosures

cc: Laura Sykora
Steve Parrott
Bob Wallace
Carolyn Roddy
Attached Participants List

#11405

14111 Capital Boulevard, Wake Foress, North Carolina 27587-5900
Telephone: (919) 554-7587 Fax: (919) 554-7913
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BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

o

IN RE: UNIVERSAL SERVICE GENERIC )
CONTESTED CASE ) DOCKET NO. 97-008%88

—t Je

COMMENTS OF SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L.P.Z; <

AND UNITED TELEPHONE-SQUTHEAST, INC.
REGARDING TRA NOTIFICATION ON COST MODEL

The Hearing Officer’s Notice of Proposed Schedule And
Request For Comments distributed at the July 28, 1997,
Prehearing Conference in this case requested comments on
whether or not the Tennessee Regulatory Authority should
develop its own cost study for Universal Service Fund
purposes. Pursuant to paragraph 248 of the Federal
Communications Commission May 17, 1997 Order in FCC Docket
No. 96-45 ("FCC Order"), a state electing to develop its own
cost study must notify the FCC by August 15, 1997. On this
issue, Sprint Communications Company L.P. and United
Telephone-Socutheast, Inc. (collectively referred to as
"Sprint") offer the following comments. |

Sprint supports the Tennessee Regulatory Authority
working with the Telecommunications Service Providers in
Tennessee to select a cost model that is most appropriate
for the state of Tennessee to further the goals of Universal
Service. Sprint believes there is considerable merit to
basing interstate and intrastate funding of Universal

Service upon the same underlying cost model.
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Sprint also believes it is important in selecting a
model to féllow the FCC’s criteria outlined in paragraph 250
of the FCC Order. As outlined in paragraph 248 of the FCC’s
Order, the FCC states "as the basis for calculating federal
universal service support in their states, we will use
forward-looking economic cost studies conducted by state
commissions that choose to submit such cost studies to
determine universal sexvice support.™ By following a
process whereby the TRA selects and submits a model to the
FCC by February 6, 1998 that complies with the FCC’s
criteria, the companies operating in Tennessee WwWill have
interstate Universal Service support based upon the same
model as the TRA has determined to be the most appropriate

for the companies in Tennessee. The use of the same cost

“ study model for intrastate and interstate funding purposes

is important to assure there is not a shortfall or windfall
of funding support to the local service providers.
Respectfully submitted,

SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L.P.
UNITED TELEPHONE-SOUTHEAST, INC.

s Ugrs B (ot T

J es B. Wright

ior Attorney
14111 Capital Boulevard
Wake Forest, NC 27587-5900
Telephone (919) 554-7587

Dated: August 1, 1997



CERTIFICATE
Universal Service (Docket No. 97-00888)

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Joint
Comments of United Telephone-Southeast, Inc. and Sprint
Communications Company L.P. filed in the above docket is being
provided to each of the following participants, by placing a ccpy
of the same in the United States Mail postage prepaid and

addregsed as follows:

Guy M. Hicks

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
333 Commerce St., Suite 2101
Nashville, TN 37201-3300

Wwilliam Ellenberg/ Bennett Ross
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
Suite 4300

€75 West Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30375

T. G. Pappas/ John Hayworth
Attorneys for Coalition of Small LECs
Bass, Berry & Sims

2700 First American Center

Nashville, TN 37238-2700

Carolyn Tatum Roddy

Sprint Communications Co. L.P.
3100 Cumberland Circle
Atlanta, GA 30339

Richard M. Tettlebaum
Citizens Telecom
Suite 500

1400 le6th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036

Jon E. Hastings

Attorney for MCI

Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry
414 Union St., Suite 1600
Nashville, TN 37219

Vincent Williams

Consumer Advocate Division
404 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 372189



Charles B. Welch/Tony Thompson
Attorneys for Time Warner
Farris, Mathews, Gilman

511 Union St., Suite 2400
Nashville, TN 37219

James Lamoureux

AT&T

Room 4068

1200 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, Ga. 30309

Val Sanford

Attorney for AT&ET

Gullett, Sanford, Robinson & Martin
230 Fourth Avenue North, 3rd Floor
Nashville, TN 37219-8888

Henry Walker

Attorney for NextLink and ACSI
Boult Cummings, Conners & Berry
414 Union Street, Suite 1600
Nashville, TN 37219

Fred L. Terry, General Manager
Highland Telephone Cooperactive Inc.
P. O. Box 119

Sunbright, TN 37872

Pam Melton

Attorney for LCIT

8180 Greensboro Drive
Suite 800

McLean, VA 22102

Wayne Gasgaway

Manager

DeKalb Telephone Cooperative
P. 0. Box 347

Alexandria, TN 37012

Glen B. Sears, General Manager

West Kentucky Rural Telephone Cooperative
237 North 8th Street

Mayfield, KY 42066

D. Billye Sanders
Attorney for TCG MidSouth
P. 0. Box 19896¢
Nashville, TN 37219-8966



H. LaDon Baltimore (Attormey for WorldCom)
Suite 320

211 Seventh Avenue N

Nashville, TN 37219-1823

F. Thomas Rowland

North Central Telephone Coop.
P, O. Box 70

Lafayette, TN 37083-0070

W. T. Sims

Manager

Yorkville Telephone Cooperative
Yorkville, TN 38389

Richard Cys (Attorney for NextlLink)
Davis Wright Tremaine

1155 Connecticut Avenue NW

Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036

Richard Smith, President
Standard Communications Co.
302 Sunset Drive

Suite 101

Johnson City, TN 37604

James W. Dempster

(Attorney for Ben Lomand Rural Telephone Coop.)
P. 0. Box 332

McMinnville, TN 37111-0333

Daniel M. Waggoner (Attorney for NextLink)
Davis Wright Tremaine

2600 Century Square

1501 Fourth Avenue

Seattle, WA 98101-168S5

Thomas J. Curran

Director External Affairs
360 Communications Company
8725 W. Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60631

Nanette Edwards

Regulatory Affairs Manager
DeltaCom

700 Blvd. South, Suite 101
Hunteville, AL, 35801



Proctor Upchurch

Attorney for Bledsce Telephone Coop.
P. O. Box 3549

Woodmere Mall

Crossville, TN 38557-3549

Jack McFadden

Department of Finance & 2Administration
Telecommunications Policy & Planning
598 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville, TN 37243-0560

Bryan McCarty

Attorney for TEA Legal Services
501 Second Avenue N

Nashville, TN 37201-1092

Joe Reeves

WorldCom and LCI
Suite 320

211 Seventh Avenue N
Nashville, TN 37219

Gif Thornton

Attorney for BellSouth Cellular
424 Church Street

28th Floor

Nashville, TN 37219-2380

Sheila Davis

Chaz Taylor Inc.
3401 West End Avenus
Suite 318

Nashville, TN 37203

Robert D. Dudney
Generxral Manager
Twin Lakes Telephone Coorperative Corp.
P. O. Box &7
Gainesboro, TN 38562

Mark Pasko/ Michael Romano
Swidler & Berlin

atty. for AVR d/b/a Hyperion of TN
3000 K Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007-5116

Dr. Peggy Smith

Chair. Tennessee EdLine
801 Second Avenue N
Nashville, TN 37201



Dana Shaffer
NextLink Tennessee
105 Molloy Street
Suite 300

Nashville, TN 37201

Phillip Carver

BellSouth Telecommunications
675 West Peachtree Street
Atlanta, GA 30375

William C. Carriger

Atty. for Electric Power Bd. of Chattanooga
400 Keyatel Building

One Union Square

Chattancoga, TN 37402

Denise Newman
Phoenix Network Inc.
1687 Cola Blvd.
Bolden, CO 80401

Jane Walters

TN Dept. of Education

é6th Floor, Gateway Plaza
710 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0375

Dan Elrod & Ken Bryant

Attorneys for GTE Mobilnet
Nashville City Center, 25th Floor
511 Union Street

Nashville, TN 37218

Ozle Allen

Tennesseae Co-Ops _
5755 Short Mountain Road
McMinnville, TN 37110

Archie Hickerson

Consumer Advocate

2nd Floor, Cordell Hull Bldg.
425 Fifth Avenue North
Nashville, Tn 37219

Ellen Bryson

Bledsoe Telephone Coop.
5010 Hodgkins Plaza
Dilburn, GA 30047

This 1st day of August, 1997 @ &)/07',&/' #11414



